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APPENDIX B 

Letters of Support 



               November 21, 2024

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

I am writing regarding the City of Chicago’s application to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Low 
Carbon Transportation Materials Program.

The Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT) proposes to develop a new low-carbon transportation 
material program to identify and provide a framework for eligible low greenhouse gas emissions 
construction materials, specifically concrete, cement, and asphalt.  This framework will establish 
specifications for materials with low greenhouse gas emissions, procedures for developing Environmental 
Product Declarations, training on implementation, and reporting guidelines.

This initiative aligns with Chicago’s goal of reducing citywide greenhouse gas emissions by 67% by 2040, 
as outlined in the 2022 Chicago Climate Action Plan.  CDOT uses approximately 300,000 cubic yards of 
concrete annually and 500,000 tons of asphalt.  Transitioning to low-carbon alternatives will significantly 
reduce the City’s infrastructure-related carbon footprint.  Additionally, the program will immediately benefit 
projects in USDOT-designated Disadvantaged Census Tracts, supporting equity and environmental justice.

Please give full and fair consideration to the City of Chicago’s application.  If you require additional 
information, please contact my State Director, Clarisol Duque, at (312) 353-4952.

       Sincerely, 

       Richard J. Durbin
       United States Senator
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November 18, 2024

The Honorable Kristin White
Acting Administrator
Federal Highway Administration 
U.S Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Administrator White:

I write to express my support for the Chicago Department of Transportation’s (CDOT) application 
to the Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) Low Carbon Transportation Materials Grant  Program 
(LCTM). This funding will help the City of Chicago to reach its goal of reducing the City's greenhouse gas 
emissions by 67% by 2040 as specified in the 2022 Chicago Climate Action Plan.

The amount of greenhouse gas emissions from all construction materials used in the United States 
pavement network is approximately 11.9 to 13.3 megatons. The Chicago Department of Transportation 
(CDOT) uses approximately 300,000 cubic yards of concrete, and 500,000 tons of asphalt annually. The 
transition to low carbon alternatives over traditional sources will make strides towards reducing the City's 
infrastructure carbon footprint. CDOT plans to develop a new low-carbon transportation material program 
that will identify and provide a framework for eligible low greenhouse gas emissions construction 
materials, specifically, concrete, cement and asphalt. The framework will include specifications and 
procedures for collecting and developing Environmental Product Declarations, training on the use and 
implementation of low carbon transportation materials, and reporting.

As a U.S. Senator and member of the Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee, as well 
as the Senate Democrats’ Special Committee on the Climate Crisis, I have made it a priority to modernize 
Illinois’ transportation and infrastructure systems through innovative ways that reduce our carbon 
footprint. CDOT’s plan to use low carbon materials is a sustainable solution to keep our roads well-
maintained and reduce the negative environmental impact of GHG emissions.

Please accept this letter of support for Chicago Department of Transportation’s (CDOT) 
application to the Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) Low Carbon Transportation Materials 
Grant Program (LCTM). In keeping with your existing rules and regulations, I urge you to give this 
application full and fair consideration. Should you have any questions, please contact my Chicago 
Director, Stacey Berdejo, at (312) 886-2525. 

Sincerely,

Tammy Duckworth 
United States Senator



 
November 20, 2024 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) supports the City of Chicago’s 
application for the Low Carbon Transportation Materials Program. The Chicago 
Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT) plans to develop a new low-
carbon transportation material program that will identify and provide a 
framework for eligible low greenhouse gas emissions construction materials, 
specifically, concrete, cement, and asphalt. The framework will include 
specifications and procedures for collecting and developing Environmental 
Product Declarations, training on using and implementing low-carbon 
transportation materials, and reporting. 
 
This program will help the City of Chicago reach its goal of reducing the City’s 
greenhouse gas emissions by 67% by 2040, as specified in the 2022 Chicago 
Climate Action Plan. CDOT uses approximately 300,000 cubic yards of 
concrete, and 500,000 tons of asphalt annually. For these materials, the use of 
low-carbon alternatives over traditional sources can help make strides 
toward reducing the City’s carbon footprint. The framework developed as part of 
this program will increase the availability and use of low-carbon transportation 
materials and provide a basis for environmental quantification techniques for 
their use. CDOT completes 100+ projects a year throughout the City and 
has identified projects that will immediately benefit from this program, including 
those that are in USDOT Disadvantaged Census Tracts. 
 
We urge you to provide Low Carbon Transportation Materials Program funding 
for the Chicago Low Carbon Transportation Materials Program. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this important project.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Omer M. Osman, P.E.  
Secretary 



November 15, 2024

SENT VIA EMAIL

The Honorable Peter Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Support for Chicago's FY25 Low Carbon Transportation Materials Program application

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

I am writing to express my support for the City of Chicago’s application for the FHWA Low Carbon 
Transportation Materials Program funding for the Chicago Low Carbon Transportation Materials 
Program. The Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT) plans to develop a new low-carbon 
transportation material program that will provide a framework for eligible low greenhouse gas 
emissions construction materials, specifically, concrete, cement, and asphalt. The framework will 
include specifications and procedures for collecting and developing Environmental Product 
Declarations, training on the use and implementation of low carbon transportation materials, and 
reporting. 

This program will help the City of Chicago to reach its goal of reducing the City’s greenhouse gas 
emissions by 67% by 2040 as specified in the 2022 Chicago Climate Action Plan. CDOT uses 
approximately 300,000 cubic yards of concrete, and 500,000 tons of asphalt annually. For these 
materials, the use of low carbon alternatives over traditional sources can begin to make strides 
towards reducing the City’s infrastructure carbon footprint. The framework developed as part of this 
program will increase the availability and use of low carbon transportation materials and provide a 
basis for environmental quantification techniques for their use. CDOT completes 100+ projects a year 
throughout the City and has identified projects that will immediately benefit from this program, 
including those that are in USDOT Disadvantaged Census Tracts.

This grant would complement Cook County's efforts to reduce carbon emissions. Thank you for your 
careful review of this application and urge you to provide FHWA Low Carbon Transportation Materials 
Program funding for the Chicago Low Carbon Transportation Materials Program.

Sincerely,

Jennifer “Sis” Killen, P.E., PTOE

Jennifer 'Sis' Killen, P.E., PTOE
Superintendent

(312) 603-1601
Jennifer.Killen@cookcountyil.gov

69 West Washington
Suite 2400
Chicago, Illinois 60602
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November 21, 2024 
 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg    
United States Department of Transportation   
1200 New Jersey Ave SE   
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re: Chicago Department of Transportation – Low Carbon Transportation Materials (LCTM) Grant 
Support 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
With this letter, Illinois Asphalt Pavement Association (IAPA) supports the application by the Chicago 
Department of Transportation (CDOT) for the Low-Carbon Transportation Materials Program 
Inflation Reduction Act Section 60506.   
 
IAPA members work closely with our agency partners to improve the Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) 
of plant mix asphalt pavements by both improving the quality/performance of asphalt pavements and 
reducing the environmental impact through plant efficiencies and increased recycling. The LCTM 
grant program will allow CDOT to understand the impact of policy and specification decisions on 
Environmental Product Declaration (EPD) and LCA of materials covered by the grant. The grant 
program will also provide an opportunity to incentivize material producers to make systematic changes 
to improve EPDs. 
 
IAPA looks forward to partnering with CDOT on implementing grant tasks. 
   

Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Burke III. P.E. 
Executive Vice-President





          

VCNA Prairie LLC
7601 W 79th Street, Bridgeview, IL 60455

Tel 708 458 0400
votorantimcimentos.com

prairie.com

November 21, 2024

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

products company, is pleased to provide our f the FHWA 
Low Carbon Transportation Materials Program funding for the Chicago Low Carbon Transportation 
Materials Program. In North America, we are a leading provider of cement, concrete and aggregates to 

commitments can be found at: https://www.votorantimcimentos.com/esg/our-commitments/ and VC 
has signed onto the Global Cement and Concrete Association (GCCA) goal of net zero concrete by 2050.

The Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT) plans to develop a new low-carbon transportation 
material program that will identify and provide a framework for eligible low greenhouse gas emissions 
construction materials, specifically, concrete, cement, and asphalt. The framework will include 
specifications and procedures for collecting and developing Environmental Product Declarations, training 
on the use and implementation of low carbon transportation materials, and reporting. 

This program will help t
by 67% by 2040 as specified in the 2022 Chicago Climate Action Plan. CDOT uses approximately 300,000 
cubic yards of concrete, and 500,000 tons of asphalt annually. For these materials, the use of low carbon 

carbon footprint. The framework developed as part of this program will increase the availability and use 
of low carbon transportation materials and provide a basis for environmental quantification techniques 
for their use. CDOT completes 100+ projects a year throughout the City and has identified projects that 
will immediately benefit from this program, including those that are in USDOT Disadvantaged Census 
Tracts.

We thank you for your careful review of this application and urge you to provide FHWA Low Carbon 
Transportation Materials Program funding for the Chicago Low Carbon Transportation Materials Program.

Sincerely,

Chris Rapp
Vice-President and General Manager
Prairie Materials



 

 

 

November 15, 2024 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

US Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

 

I am writing to express my full support for the City of Chicago’s application for the FHWA Low Carbon 

Transportation Materials Program funding for the Chicago Low Carbon Transportation Materials 

Program. The Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT) plans to develop a new low-carbon 

transportation material program that will identify and provide a framework for eligible low 

greenhouse gas emissions construction materials, specifically, concrete, cement, and asphalt. The 

framework will include specifications and procedures for collecting and developing Environmental 

Product Declarations, training on the use and implementation of low carbon transportation 

materials, and reporting.  

 

This program will help the City of Chicago to reach its goal of reducing the City’s greenhouse gas 

emissions by 67% by 2040 as specified in the 2022 Chicago Climate Action Plan. CDOT uses 

approximately 300,000 cubic yards of concrete, and 500,000 tons of asphalt annually. For these 

materials, the use of low carbon alternatives over traditional sources can begin to make strides 

towards reducing the City’s infrastructure carbon footprint. The framework developed as part of this 

program will increase the availability and use of low carbon transportation materials and provide a 

basis for environmental quantification techniques for their use. CDOT completes 100+ projects a 

year throughout the City and has identified projects that will immediately benefit from this program, 

including those that are in USDOT Disadvantaged Census Tracts. 

 

We thank you for your careful review of this application and urge you to provide FHWA Low Carbon 

Transportation Materials Program funding for the Chicago Low Carbon Transportation Materials 

Program. 

 

Sincerely, 

OGDEN AVENUE MATERIALS, INC. 

 

 

 

Anne Bigane Wilson, P.E., CPC 

President 
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